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Not excluded from the 


Up the Account of | 


RELIG 10 N. 


oo D-morrow, worthy 
| Sir; having received a 

great many civil Favours 
at your Hands, and pro- 
. fited (as 1 thought) very 
| much under your en, I come to return 
| you my hearty Thanks, and to take my Leave 
wes: | 
Miniſter. You are very 1 Sir, to any 
Thing I have done, or may do for Fu. in 
A 2 my 


— — * 


2 —— ͤ K U ꝛ ͤ —— ¶ 


: my Way : But are you then 055 to leave the 


own Buſineſs beſt; 
wherever you go. 


1. — N * 
pr LL ea De 2 — * 
CA . — — 

5 5 


TT 


Pariſh where you have lived ſo long, and 
thriven ſo well? But every one underſtands his 
/ 'T wiſh you nd | Succeſs 


Pariſh. No, Sir; I do not leave my Buſineſs, 


nor my Pariſh ; but 1 muſt come no more to > your 
Church. 5 %%% | 
Mint. 1. am very ſorry for that, becaiile : 
you have been hitherto a conſtant Man at com- 
ing, and very well behaved when there: What 
is the Matter, pray? ne 
ae Why. truly, Sir, to l plain, 1 
am now told you are 10 Miniſter of Chrift, your 
5 Sacraments no Sacraments, your Prayers an Mo- 
mination: ; 
communicate with you are involved i in the Guilt WW 
: of that moſt dreadful * Bos, =—_ 


Lou are a Schiſmatick, and all who 


Mini. Is that the Caſe ? Hard Fortöde 


certainly, that I. whoſe Duty it is, and whoſe 


hearty Deſire it is, to 
every Soul within my Pariſh, ſhould be the 
Cauſe of their Damnation, and yet neither they 
"nor 1 ſhould know | a Word of the Mat- 


ter! 


to forward the Salvation of 


Pray tel me how 15 came to be a Seni 


| matick. 


Pariſh. Why, by holding Communion with 
the late Biſhop of London, who was a Schiſ 
matick. 


2 


» 


CAS] 
I 


151 


Mnſſter. And how came he to be a Ne 


E 125 


Pariſb. By holding Communion with Dr. 


. 8 Tillotſon, who was an Intruder into the Arch- 
5 | biſhoprick, which was full before with Dr. San- 
© croft, who was unjuſtly deprived by Act of Par- 
© liament for not taking the Oath of Allegiance 
to King William and Queen Marys and there Is 
5 the whole of the Matter. 5 
; Ant. So that, by this 1 al the. 
1 Biſhops in England, who held Communion with 

Y an intruding Archbiſhop, became Schiſmaticks 1 
F and all the Clergy | in England, who held Com- 
F munion with thoſe Biſhops, became Schiſmaticks 
| alſo; and all the People of England, who held 
Communion with thoſe Clergy, were, in like 
. manner, Schiſmaticks. Is not that the Way by . 35 
which this Leproſy Was ee acer IN 
= the Kingdom; 1 


Pariſb. Yes, Sir, it is the very ame; ; and 1 


| fad Thing it is to conſider it. 


Miniſt. Sadder it may be than you think for: 


: There are in England alone fix and twenty Biſhops, 
about twelve thouſand Clergymen, and about 
ſeven Millions of People ; 3 fix of which, at leaſt, 

3 are, by this charitable Scheme of yours, involved 


in the Guilt of this great deſtroying Sin of Sch;/m, 
| and in the Conſequence of that, not in a State of 


| Salvation, without repenting and returning to 
| the Church of Nonjurors. 


A Pariſh, 


them. 


ä © 6 ] 
' Pariſh. Sir, I am told that 7 am not to mind 
Conſequences, let thoſe look to it who will venture 


3 


Monit. Not mind nn which the Sal 


vation of ſo many Millions of our Fellow Chriſ- 
tians is ſo highly concerned: ? Why i is any Doc- 


trine rejected, but for the abſurd or impious Con. 


ſequences, that would follow, were it admitted? 
And does it not indeed ſtartle you, that Six 
Millions of Chriſtians ſhould lie under the Weight 
of God's Eternal Wrath, meerly becauſe the 


Biſhops would hold Communion with Dr. 7; Mose, 


= WhO was put into Dr. Sancroft*s Place, and the 
Clergy would hold Communion with thoſe B; iſhops, 
and the People with thoſe Clergymen ? *. What No- 


tions can you have of God Almighty' s Juſtice, 


or his Goodneſs, that can believe he has made the 
| Salvation and Damnation of a whole Kinedom 
to depend upon the wrong or right Judgment they 


ſhall make, who 7s the true Archbiſhop of C anterbury, 


He who is deprived by an Act of Parliament, or 
he who is put into his Place: ? Can you believe in 
earneſt, that the Souls of my Pariſhioners ſhould 
all of them go to Hell, for coming to my Church, 
Joining with. me in Prayer, hearing me preach, 
aud receiving the bleſſed Sacrament at my Hands, 
meerly becauſe I happened to think it my Duty 
to honour and obey my old Dioceſan, own his 


Authority, and follow his Directions, altho' he 


held Communion with the new-made Archbiſhop 
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Purib. Ay, but he Was no Archbiſhop, there 


wanted a ſufficient Authority to make him ſo. 


Miniſt. Are all the People of the Kingdom 
then obliged to inquire into, to underſtand and 
to determine, on the Peril of their Souls, preciſe- 


ly what the Rights and Titles of Princes are? For 
what Cauſes they may fall from their Dignities ? ? 
Who may take Cognizance of their Male- 
= adminiſtrations? And who may fill their Seats | 
when they are empty? Are theſe made any of 


the Terms of Men's Acceptance with God? Or 


may they not be very innocently miſtaken in 
theſe doubtful Matters, which have, for ſo many 


hundred Years, both exerciſed and divided the--- 
ableſt Writers? Are not Kingdoms as much at 
liberty to ſecure themſelyes from utter Ruin and 


Deſtruction, as private People are to defend 


themſelves from Violence and Robbery ? If a 
2 Prince will have his private Will, to the Sub- 
| verſion of the Laws, Invaſion of the People) 8 


Rights and Liberties, and tearing to pieces the 
Conſtitution, muſt every one ſtand ſtill, and let 


bk him take his Courſe, and finiſh their Deſtruction, 
14 without oppoſing his unjuſt Attempts ? 1 will 


make ſhort Work of it. If King James the Se- 


cond was not to be oppoſed, the Nation muſt have 
been undone, the Laws and Liberties, and the 
Religion of the Country muſt unavoidably have 
been made a Sacrifice to Popery. And has the 
good God ſo declared it in his Word, that Sixty 
Hundred Thouſand People muſt be as miſerable | 
A 4 in 


„ 
in \this World as Men can be, if they withſtand 
not a Popiſh King's Deſign to make them ſo? Or 
be condemned to everlaſting Miſery in the World 
to come, if they do withſtand him ? Can you be- 
lieve this is the State into which the n Crea- 
tor has himſelf put them? 
| Thoſe who perverted you, did very 10 to 
bid you mot mind Conſequences; for if you ſhould, 
they durſt not affirm ſuch Things, as in their 
eaſy Conſequences muſt charge God with being 
moſt unjuſt and cruel. Well, if King James be 
no longer King, what muſt the Nation do? For 5 
4 King it muſt and will have. 

Pariſh, Why then they ſhould PEER chin 
his Son, and have preſerved the Hereditary Right + * 
Minit, You are, I ſee, not thoroughly con- 
verted to your Party yet; for, by their Principles 
they could not have ſubmitted to the Son, during 
bis Father's Life. But what was the Reaſon, why 
King James could be no longer King? Why, it 
was becauſe he was a Papiſt, and, as ſuch, thought 
he was obliged, and did reſolve in his Mind, 
and did accordingly endeavour in all his Actions, 
to root out the Proteſtant Religion; and becauſe ; 
the Laws of the Land were all againſt him, and | 
ſecured to the People their Rights and Privileges | 
and ſundry Liberties, which ſtood much in his 
way, therefore he attempted by all the ways he 
could, to ſubvert and overthrow thoſe Laws; and 
certainly he would have quite ſubverted them, 
and utterly ruined the Conlttotion, had he not 


been | 
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 Papiſts elſe. 


To 


been hindered and put by: And all this he did as 


a Papiſt, by Principles common to him with all 
And therefore the new King, Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and the Commons of 


England, all in Parliament aſſembled, diſabled, 
diſinherited, put by, and for ever excluded all 
: Papiſts from being Kings or Queens of theſe King- 


doms; becauſe being poſſeſſed with the fame. 


Principles, they would, whenever they had op- 
portunity, attempt the ſame thing, namely the 
roeting out the Proteſtant Religion, by ſubvert- 


ing the Laws, and overthrowing the Conſtitution. 

Pariſh. Why then, by the fame. Reaſon, a 
Popiſb Kingdom might exclude a Proteftant 105 
from ſucceeding to the Crown. for ever, though 
next of Rin. N 
| Miniſt. 1 ks no queſtion. bur thy! may, 4p 
they can alled ge the fame Cauſes, with the ſame 
Truth and Wan. 


Chriſtian, to make him turn Turk, as a Chriſtian 


may torture and kill a Turk to make him turn 


| Chriftian. If the Popiſh Kingdom can affirm 
: and prove, that the Principles and Practices of 


the Proteſtants are truly ſuch, and have conſtantly 
been ſuch, as are utterly inconſiſtent with the 


Peace and Safety of the Kingdom, the Security 


of their Religion, Laws, and Properties; if this 
can be as juſtly and truly affirmed of Proteſtant 
Principles and Practices, as it can of Popiſh ones, 
fhen it is Plain that a 1 Kingdom may as 
N ny | 


l I doubt not but a Turk may 
as innocently and lawiully torture and kill a 


1 21 
honeftly and juſtly exclude a . Lind * 

ſucceeding to its Crown, as a Proteſtant Kingdom 
may exclude a Popiſh | © 
Pariſh. But why ſhould any one loſe his = 
Right, for being of ſuch or ſuch a Reli- 
gion! Bhi 


other Vice, or Defect, if that Religion threatens 
as much Miſchief, and does as much as any other 
Vice, or Defect? How can a Man help being 
born an Idiot, or how can he help the being a 
Madman? And yet you would not think much 
of excluding ſuch People from Government. 


1 Now if a Man's Religion be ſuch as makes him | 


either uſeleſs as an Idiot, or miſchievous as 4 


Madman, why ſhould not Religion be puniſhed 
by Excluſion as well as Idiocy or Lunacy ? Re- 


ligion is not only 1 in itſelf the beſt thing in the 
World, but it is a Word of ſo good Sound, 
that tis hardly ever mentioned without Appro- 
: bation and good liking, till yau Join ſamething 


15 to it that is bad. Leave out therefore the Word 


Religion, and let the Queſtion be, Why ſhould 
a Manloſe his Kingdom, who is perſuaded that 
he ought, and is reſolved that he will, whenever 
he obtains that Kingdom, ſubvert the Laws of 
it, and deſtroy all things that ſhall ſtand in his 
way, and hinder him from bringing all his People 
to think, ſay, and do, whatever he himſelf 
thinks, ſays and does, in what he calls God's Ser- 


Vice, by any violent and forcible means whatever ? 
— 


5 


Minit. Why not for Religion as well as any -M 2 


53 


his | 


el i- 


any | 


tens 
ther 

ing 
8 a 
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Put 


: for any other Cauſe whatever. 


Trl 


: Put the Queſtion thus, ang you will quickly ſee 
(if this be the Religion of the Prince) why a 


Prince may be excluded for his Religion as well as 


If is, in truth, 
for the Miſchiefs his Conſcience puts him upon 


doing, for the curſed Methods his Religion 


obliges or permits him to take, that he is deſer- 
vedly excluded. 


And after all the Noiſe and 


{ Outcry that is made, What pity it is, that a M 
| ould ſuffer ſuch Laß for being of another Religion, 
l believe there is not a Father in England who 
KF would not di ſinherit his Son, if he ſhould re- 
nounce his Chriſtianity and turn Turk, let the Son 
1 pretend Conſcience never ſo much for ſo doing, and 
ay he is perſuaded that Mabomet's Religion is the 
trueſt; eſpecially if this good Son ſhould declare 
himſelf obliged, by his new Religion, to perſe- 
cute and deſtroy his Father, and all the Family, 
if they would not do as he had done, whenever 
he had Power and Opportunity. So that it is but 
a meer Cheat of Words that People put upon 
: themſelves and others, when they ſay that no 
Man ought to ſuffer either in Goods or Perſon 
for Religiow's Sate; unleſs that Religion be in itſelf 
pure and peaceable, ſuch as will do no Miſchief to 


Mankind, nor allow any to be done; it muſt hin- 


der no Juſtice; it muſt diſpenſe with no Oaths, 
nor break any Contracts, nor diſturb Society, 
| Hor countenance or abet any Cruelty. For ſuch 
a Religion as this, no body ought to ſuffer, be- 


cauſe it does not hurt but m— the Good 


+ wh — is 4 : 
* * „ 2 * ** 7 ot 


[16] 


of Mankind. But when what a Man calls his 


Religion ſhall put him upon doing, or allow him 


(unchecked) to do the ſame, or as bad things, as 
they who are unjuſt, unmerciful, ſeditious and 


_ rebellious do, why ſhould not ſuch a religious 
Man be puniſhed as the others are? Government 
is as certainly and as much of God, as Religion 
itſelf (even the pure and true Religion) is; and 
Government may as honeſtly and lawfully, over- | 
rule the neceſſary Articles of Faith, as Religion 
may overthrow the neceſſary Maxims of Govern- 
ment. And therefore the Pretences of the one 
are never to be admitted, to the real Damage of 
the other. To do no Injury either by Fraud or - 
Violence, to adminiſter Juſtice, to obſerve Oaths, 
| to ſtand to Compacts and Agreements, are ſuch 
| eternal Rules of Reaſon and Right, that Religion 
ittfelf can give us no better; and if it gives us 
ann other, to their Prejudice, we are ſure it is : 
. not of God, nor ought to be received of Men. 


Now, if this be the Religion of a Popiſh Prince 5 


wo reſpect to a Proteſtant Kingdom, or of a. 
Proteſtant Prince with reſpect to a Popiſh King- 
dom, fo that each of them ſhall think himſelf at 
Liberty, notwithſtanding all his Engagements, 
Oaths, and Obligations to the contrary, to break 
| through all their Laws and Liberties and Privi- 
jeges, to vex, oppreſs, torment and kill thoſe 
Subjects that will not by fair Means embrace the 
Religion of their King; if this be the Princes 
Religious Perſuation; . do you not ſee there is as 


% 


much 


131 
much Reaſon and Juſtice for excluding a Prince 
for his Religion, as there would be for excluding 
2 Prince for doing all theſe enormous Wicked- 
neſſes without Religion, or any Pretence to it? 1 
= never could conſent that a Bill of Excluſion ſhould 
= paſs againſt James Duke of York, merely becauſe 
, he held the Pope of Rome to be the Supreme Head 
| of the Church of England; and believed Tranſub- 
 Rantiation, and Purgatory, and prayed to Saints 
i F and Angels, and was a bigotted Papiſt ; becauſe 1 - 
| thought that Princes could no more help their 
| Follies and Miſtakes than other People; and be. 
Z cauſe I thought that I myſelf ought not to be pu- 
niſhed for believing and practiſing in Matters of 
IE Religion, juſt contrary to what he did. But when 
I conſidered with myſelf, and knew very well, 
by my Reading and Obſervation, that by the 
: Principles of Popery, he muſt and did hold him- 
ſelf bound to uſe all the Means he poſſibly could, 
not only to perſuade, allure and encourage me, 
by fair Means, by Hopes and Promiſes of Ad- 
vantage, to profefs and practiſe as he did, but by 
foul ones alſo, by Threatnings and violent and 
! forcible ways, even to the putting me to Death 
by the Torments of Sword and Fire, when once 
be could obtain the Power of doing fo, and could 
| uſe that Power, without endangering himſelf, his 
Perſon and Dignity ; then I readily conſented to 
| the Bill of Excluſion, and would never have had 
him poſſeſſed of the Power of undoing me, of 
: wg mez (= deſtroying me:) to profeſs Pope- 
" 155 


Religion. The Houſe of Lords, indeed at that 


Peꝛrſuaſions of his Confeſor and Prieſts, who are 


| Occaſions, Many of thoſe Lords lived to fee 
cmemſelves miſtaken i in their Reaſoning, and their 
good Opinion of him; and found by many mil- 


Good Nature is reckoned as a Weakneſs, when it 


when he can ſafely root it out by Force and Vio- 


[14] 
ry, if I would live i in my own Ci ; becauſe 
IL was. morally aſſured, that when once he had the 
Power, he muſt be made to have the Will to uſe 

that Power, to the Deſtruction of the Proteſtant 


Time were of another Mind, and threw out the 
Bill, either truſting to his Humanity and good 
Nature, or elſe perſuaded that whenever he.came 

to the Crown, his Intereſt and his Oaths would | 
aſſuredly carry it againſt his Principles, and the 


uſually the great Incendiaries of Princes on theſe | 


chievous Experiments, that neither good Nature, 
nor true Intereſt, nor Oaths, are to be truſted | 
againſt Religious Principles and Perſuaſions, when EF | 
once they have taken full Poſſeſſion of the Mind. f 


thwarts a Religious Principle; and Intereſt i is ne- 
ver to ſtand in Competition with Religion; and 
never did an Oath oblige to Sin; and therefore 
never canoblige a Popiſh Prince to tolerate Hereſy; 


lence: The Lords, I fay, at that Time, would 
not believe theſe Conſequences would certainly fol- 


low, from their admitting a Popiſh Succeſſor; 


but they were convinced by Experience, that they 


both would and did follow; and therefore they 
afterwards agreed with che Commons, that the 


Throne 


heir 


ure, 


ted 


vhen 


Iind. 


en it 
3s ne- 
and 
efore 
ereſy, 
Vio- 
vould 


y fol · 


eſſor; 
* they 
they 
at the 
"hrone 


mil- | 


3? 


Throne was > Vacant, and to fill it with the Prince 


and Princeſs of Orange; and in a little Time af. 


ter excluded by Act of Parliament all Papiſts from 
inheriting the Crown for ever, declaring 


They have found it utterly inconſiſtent with the Safety 
and Welfare of it, for this — Krngdom to be 


governed by a Popiſh Prince. 


Which is a Demonſtration that the Parliament : 


«> Great Britain believes, judges, and declares 


that Popery, with its eaſy, natural and uſual 


| Conſequences, does incapacitate a Prince for wear- 

ing the Crown of a Proteſtant Kingdom; 1 

what was it, I would fain know, that put that 
Prince upon endeavouring to extirpate and ſub- 

vert the Proteſtant Religion, but his Zeal to pro- 

| pagate his Religion that was Popiſh ? What was 

| it that put him upon endeavouring to ſubvert the 

| Laws and Liberties of this Kingdom, but his Zeal 

| for Popery, becauſe thoſe Laws and Liberties were 


the Security of the People, and hindered him 


from propagating Popery ? For if thoſe Laws and 
| Liberties were not manifeſtly and principally en- 


dangered by the Prince's being a Papiſt; (as ſuch) 
| what need was there of an Act of Parliament, ex- : 
preſly to exclude the Succeſſion of any Papiſt, 
but rather to exclude any one that ſhould n 
vour to ſubvert their Laws and Liberties, whether . 

| Papiſt or Proteſtant? There was indeed no need 


of ſuch an Act, if they had not taken it for grant- 


| ed, that whoever was 4 Papiſt, would unqueſtion- 
* endeavour to ſubvert the Laus and Liberties 


of 
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af a Proteſtant 1 as he had Power a bY 4 


Opportunity of doing it. In a Word, e 
Princes are excluded, not becaple their Relig 


bur becauſe it is a falſe Religion, and a cruel EC. 

| Jigion, and will net permit them” to keep the 
- Promiſes they have made, and the Oaths they 
have taken to their People, if thoſe People are 
Proteſtants, and thoſe Oaths are in favour of the 


Proreſtant Religion, and they are in a Condition 


of breaking them, 7. E. if they can break them 


without running any Hazard. Nor is it only (for 
theſe Reaſons) a falſe Religion, but *tis a cruel and 
inhuman Religion alſo; it {pills the Lives of Men, 
like Water on the Ground; makes light of put- 
ting Men to Death, with the moſt exquiſite Pain 
and Torments, who are in all reſpects innocent 


and harmlcfs, excepting that they are not Papiſts. 


So that let Proteſtants be never ſo obedient 
F to a Popiſh King, let them do their civil 
Duties never ſo well, pay all their Taxes never 
ſo juſtly and exactly, nay, fight his Battles. never 
1⁰ valiantly and ſucceſsfully, nnd fill their Places 
in the Commonwealth never ſo laudably: and Ue- 
fully, yet if they will not turn Papiſts, the Church 
will accuſe and convict them of Hereſy, and the 
civil Magiſtrate muſt execute en by Hives or 


Sword, or Gibbet. 


And after ia all this,” hoſe ablind conſt 


| be to hear People complaining of the Hardſhip 


and Injuſtice of putting by a Prince: from "Ws 
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